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Module VIII.1a: Roman Republic

Directions: Read and watch the videos included within the presentation and complete the questions that follow.  Type your responses directly in this document, save the file (VIII.1a_LAST NAME) and submit it to the dropbox. 

1. How did the geography of the Italian Peninsula provide the perfect environment for the development of the Roman Republic?
	
The Italian Peninsula is situated in the center of the Mediterranean Sea. This location allowed Rome to reach all parts of the Mediterranean Sea sending armies and its navy in all directions. It also developed as a central point through which all trade north, south, east and west flowed through the city to other locations.



2. Complete the chart below; explaining the influence of the Etruscans and the Greeks on the Latin/Roman people.

	Group
	Influence on Rome

	Etruscans
	were skilled metal workers and engineers
Etruscans also developed several key architectural advancements.

	Greeks
	The Greeks taught the Romans to grow olives and grapes



3. Select three Roman Gods and explain what purpose they served for Roman society.  Specifically, describe what the God helped them explain about the natural world and society.
	Roman God
	Explanation

	Juno
	Wife to Jupiter
Was the goddess of women and marriage.
protector of the Roman state


	Apollo
	The god of the sun and music.

	Minerva
	The goddess of wisdom, learning, the arts, sciences, medicine, dyeing, trade, and of war.



4. Explain the social structure of Rome; focusing on the role of men and women and the various classes.  
	
Roman society was divided into two classes;- the plebeians and patricians
Patricians dominated Roman politics and claimed that their ancestors had been the fathers of Rome.
Plebeians were the common farmers, artisans, and merchants of Rome. They were free citizens with a number of rights, including the right to vote.



a. How did Roman society compare to that of the Greek city-state of Athens?
	The roman women are free and have a right to vote and possess greater freedom than the women in the Greek city of Athens




5. Explain how Rome transitioned from a monarchy to a republic.  
	After the overthrow of the monarchy, Rome set up a republic.




a. Describe the structure of a republic.  
	
The republic was divided into two period; The first focused on the
conquest of the Italian Peninsula and a battle between Patricians and Plebeians, and the second was marked by civil war that eventually led to a new type of leader, Julius Caesar
other offices included The Office of Dictator, The senate, The assembly, and the consul


6. What were the Twelve Tables, and why were they important to the Roman Republic?
	the foundation for Roman law and provided the plebeians with the protection of Roman law, which helped settle the debate between the patricians and plebeians




7. What made the Roman Legion an effective fighting force?  How was it different from the Greek Phalanx?
	In battle, the Roman legion proved superior to the Greek phalanx because the legion was more flexible.




8. How did the Romans treat conquered peoples, and how did this approach differ from the Greeks?
	
Romans were willing to extend their citizenship to people outside of Rome. This was unlike the way Greek treated the conquered people



9. The Punic Wars: Explain the causes and consequences of each phase.
	Phase
	Causes
	Outcome/Significance

	First Punic War
	Control of the island of Sicily and the western Mediterranean.
	The first Punic War lasted about 23 years and was primarily a naval war. The Romans copied the Carthaginian naval vessels and quickly developed a powerful fleet that proved very effective. Rome defeated Carthage's last ships in 241 B.C. and conquered Sicily, which brought an end to the first Punic Wars.

	Second Punic War
	The peace between Rome and Carthage ended when the Carthaginian leader Hannibal assembled an army of 50,000 infantry, 9,000 Calvary, and 60 elephants to capture the city of Rome.
	People were massacred and enslaved and the city burned to the ground.

	Third Punic War
	The great Roman senator Cato demanded that Carthage be destroyed and Roman armies invaded and laid siege to Carthage in 146 B.C.
	Thousands of men and boys who left their farms to fight in a Roman legion never came back. Those who did return found an Italy very different from the one they left.



10. How did the Punic Wars lead to the rise of Julius Caesar? 
	After the Punic wars, the rich continued to acquire wealth while the poor became poorer. The legion became a group that was interested in fighting for each other rather than the state. The end of civil war come with the rise of Julius Caesar who had the political favor and the approval of the poor. He was also able to control the legion and led to more capture of other territories.




11. How did Caesar and Octavian stabilize Rome while destroying the republic and democracy?
	
He and his followers bribed and bullied the Senate to follow his decisions. Caesar ruled with the support of the army and the poor citizens of Rome.






